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The Beginning of “World Brain Awareness Week”

The Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives (DABI) was established in 1992 after a meeting
called by Nobel Laureate Dr. James D. Watson and Dr. Max Cowan at the Cold Spring Har-
bor Laboratory located in New York. The goal of DABI was to promote public and political
awareness of the importance of brain disease and disorders, and of neuroscience in general.
The organization has grown to an alliance of nearly 200 leading American basic and clinical
neuroscientists who are strongly supported by the Society for Neuroscience.

Both the International Brain Research Organization (IBRO) and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) agreed to support this new
initiative and since 1995 have worked to promote a “Brain Awareness Week” in the United
States. In order to expand the activities of the United States, The Dana Foundation (which
funds DABI) established a similar alliance in Europe, The European Dana Alliance for the
Brain (EDAB) . Prof. Colin Blakemore of the University of Oxford is the Chief Executive of
EDAB, which has offices in London and Lausanne and is promoting a growing stream of ac-
tivities all over Europe. In 1997, for the first time, “Brain Awareness Week” was extended
to Europe with some 800 public events in twelve European countries. They repeated “The
European Brain Awareness Week” in 1999, synchronized with “Brain Awareness Week” in
the United States.

The American and European campaigns were so successful that DABI and EDAB de-
cided that from 2000 an entire week called “World Brain Awareness Week” should be set
up every year around March 15. The week would coordinate activities around the world
and work to raise public and political awareness of the importance of neuroscience. During
this week, literally thousands of neuroscientists would involve themselves in public events
to promote the importance of brain research, including public lectures and debates, Open
Days at hospitals and laboratories and school visits. Both IBRO and UNESCO quickly sup-
ported the idea and worked with DABI to coordinate additional activities in South America,
Africa, the Indian Sub-Continent and the rest of Asia.

In 2000, Japan also agreed to take part in “World Brain Awareness Week” and the Non
Profit Organization Brain Century Promotion Conference which appeals to the public and
government regarding the importance of brain science accepted the responsibility to help
develop programs and events.



Objective of “World Brain Awareness Week”
—Understanding the brain, Protecting the brain, Creating the brain and Nurturing the
brain—

“World Brain Awareness Week” is a worldwide campaign that aims to inform the gen-
eral public about brain science and the important role it plays in society.

In the United States, “Brain Awareness Week” has been organized under the leadership
of some of the world’s top neuroscientists. Activities such as public lectures, discussions,
and open days at hospitals and research institutes have been a main part of the campaign,
which has taken place every March since 1992. In response to the initial popularity of the
campaign, “Brain Awareness Week” expanded to Europe in 1997. In 1999, both the U.S.
and Europe held “Brain Awareness Week” at the same time and, with the support of IBRO
and UNESCO, appealed to Asian, South American and African countries to take a part in
the events starting in 2000.

Japan welcomed the concept of a “World Brain Awareness Week” and has participated
in the campaign since 2000. Understanding the potential impact that such a program
could have on young developing minds, Non Profit Organization Brain Century Promotion
Conference, which is in charge of the overall program in Japan, has focused on high school
students from the beginning and with each year has refined its approach.

In Japan, every year a few months, including March 15, are scheduled so that high
school students can attend the events without interfering with their school’s year-end cer-
emonies. Young people throughout Japan continue to actively participate in the various
programs. High school teachers are also invited to join the events.

Dr. Tadaharu Tsumoto
Chairman, Non Profit Organization Brain Century Promotion Conference
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ENTRY FORMS

Country: JAPAN city: 13 places

Title of Event: World Brain

Awareness Week

— Understanding the brain,

Protecting the brain, Creat-

ing the brain and Nurturing

the brain —

Audience: Mainly high school students
and high school teachers

Admission cost: Free
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TEL: 03-3238-1689
FAX: 03-3238-1837

Email: info@braincentury.org
URL: http://www.braincentury.org/
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Overview of "World Brain Awareness Week" in JAPAN

Term: March 12-18, 2018 (Dates can be extended be-

fore and after the term.)

Target: High school students who have a powerful thirst

for knowledge, and high school teachers

Organizer: Non Profit Organization Brain Century Pro-

motion Conference

Co-organizer: RIKEN Center for Brain Science/

BRAIN SCIENCE FOUNDATION

In collaboration with: Japan Neuroscience Society/

Japanese Society for Neurochemistry/Japanese Neural

Network Society

Participating organizations:

(D Brain Research Institute, Niigata University

(® Gunma University neurology science group

(3 Nagoya City University Neuroscience Group

@ Kyoto Municipal Horikawa High School

(® National Center of Neurology and Psychiatry (NCNP)

(6 National Institute for Physiological Sciences

(D Tohoku University

RIKEN Center for Brain Science

(® Department of molecular and pharmacological Neu-
roscience Graduate School of Biomedical & Health
Sciences, Hiroshima University

Hokkaido University School of Medicine

@D Neuroscience Group in Osaka University

@2 Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Medical Science

(@3 Nara Women’s University Secondary School
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Remarks

@ Up to JPY150,000 is available for participating or-
ganizations.

(@ Each organization should select a lecturer to par-
ticipate in an event.

(® The location of the lecture place must be a confer-
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ence room, laboratory or public facility such as a
public hall.

@ It is preferable to create an Open Day at the in-
stitute on the day of the event. It is acceptable to
include an already planned event as a“World Brain
Awareness Week” related event.

dents for participation.

(® Please inform the“Non Profit Organization Brain
Century Promotion Conference”about the name
of your organization (including person in charge),
place and lecture before the end of November.

(D A meeting will be held once a year by the repre-
sentatives of participating organizations.

Please present a report of your activities after the
event has finished.
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present it in a way that is clear and understandable
to high school students, so that they can get a bet-
ter grasp of how brain science is used to approach
real issues.

(2 Please speak about your own experiences as a
researcher and possibly about what brought you
to brain science, so that students can get a better
understanding of what it means to be a researcher.

(3® Please try to convey in your talk that there are
many challenges related to brain science and that

overcoming these challenges is vital for the develop-
ment of society.

@ If possible, please try to highlight that the solutions
to many of the challenges in brain science will be
solved by the generation of those attending the talk.
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‘What have you found out by studying the brain?
‘What is the relationship between the brain and
mind?
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 1
Title of event: Let’s take a look
at the human brain and mind
Type of event: Lab visits and lectures

Town: Niigata

Event description: We prepared 6 lab
visit courses: 1) Brain pathology, 2)
Molecular neurobiology, 3) Com-
parative and experimental medicine
with animal resources, 4) Molecular
genetics, 5) Neurosurgery, and 6) In-
tegrated neuroscience. Each course
was attended by 6-13 high-school
students.

Date: March 26, 2018 Time: 14:00-17:00
Full address of event location: Brain Re-
search Institute, Niigata University,
1-757 Asahimachi-dori, Chuou-ku,
Niigata-shi, Niigata 951-8585, Japan
Audience: High-school students and a
teacher

Contact name: Kenji Sakimura

Event organization and address:

Brain Research Institute, Niigata
University, 1-757 Asahimachi-dori,
Chuou-ku, Niigata-shi, Niigata 951-
8585, Japan

TEL/FAX: 025-227-0665/025-227-0507
E-mail: blib@bri.niigata-u.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 2 Town: Gunma

Title of event:

World Brain Awareness
Week 2018

in Gunma University

Type of event: Open class

Event description: This event aims to
interest high school students and
others in brain and neuroscience
through lectures and experiences
given by physicians and researchers
in Gunma University.

Date: April 28,2018  Time: 10:00-16:00
Full address of event location: Gunma
University School of Medicine
3-39-22 Showa-machi, Maebashi,
Gunma, Japan

Audience: High school students, others
Contact name: Toshiyuki Matsuzaki
Event organization and address:

Gunma University neurology sci-
ence group

TEL/FAX: 027-220-7901/027-220-7906
E-mail: matoshi@gunma-u.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 3
Title of event:
Joint lecture of World Brain
Week and Super Science
High-school

Type of event:

Town: Nagoya

Lecture (joint with Super-Science
High School Program)
Event description:
13:00 introduction
13:15-14:15  lecture by

Prof. Sawamoto
14:15-14:25 question and answer
Date: May 21, 2018 Time: 13:15-14:15
Full address of event location:
Koyo High School, 47, Hiroike-cho,
Showa-ku, Nagoya 466-0042 JAPAN
Audience:
High school students & their parents
Contact name:
Hideki Hida
Nagoya City University Neurosci-
ence Group, 1 Kawasumi, Mizuho-
cho, Mizuho-ku, Nagoya 4567-8601
JAPAN
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 4 Town: Kyoto

Title of event. Welcome to Cutting-
edge Brain Science

Type of event: Lecture

Event description: As a World Brain
Awareness week, Professor Tsukiura
(Kyoto University) gave a lecture to
mainly first-year high school students
through the fMRI experiments on
the “kokoro” in connection with the
memory by introducing his own data
of cognitive neuroscience. The field
of “Cognitive neuroscience” is multi-
disciplinary area and Dr. Tsukiura’s
talk gave a fruitful opportunity for the
audience to think about the defini-
tion of science and humanities in the
unique situation of present Japanese
high school students, in particular,
for the preparation for the university
entrance examination.

Date: June 16, 2018 Time: 12:30-14:30
Full address of event location: Higashi-
Horikawa, Nakagyo-ku, Kyoto 604-
8254, Japan

Audience: 250 High School Students,
and 20 their parents

Contact name: Ms. Sayami Toda
(Horikawa High School), Dr.
Mitsuhiro Kawata (Bukkyo Univer-
sity), Dr. Yoshio Sakurai (Doshisha
University)

Event organization and address: Kyoto
Municipal Horikawa High School
TEL/FAX: 075-211-5351/075-211-8975
E-mail: Ms. Sayami Toda, toda@
horikawa.edu.city.kyoto.jp

Dr. Mitsuhiro Kawata, m-kawata@
bukkyo-u.ac.jp

Dr. Yoshio Sakurai, ysakurai@mail.
doshisha.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 5 Town: Kodaira
Title of event: Frontiers in Brain
Science

Type of event: Lecture and discoveries
in laboratories

Event description: All participants first
attended the lecture session regard-
ing restoration after neurological
dysfunction. Then they were divided
into eight groups with approximately
ten members each and visited four
laboratories with experiences in vari-
ous fields of neuroscience research
including research on microstructure
of brain, auditory-cognition brain
function, Brain-machine interfaces,
and iPS cells.

Date: July 14, 2018 Time: 13:00-17:30
Full address of event location: Natio-
nal Center of Neurology and Psy-
chiatry (NCNP). 4-1-1 Ogawa-higashi,
Kodaira, Tokyo, 187-8502, Japan.
Audience: Junior and senior high-
school students and their teachers.
Contact name: Hidehiro Mizusawa
Event organization and address: Natio-
nal Center of Neurology and Psy-
chiatry (NCNP). 4-1-1 Ogawa-higashi,
Kodaira, Tokyo, 187-8502, Japan.
TEL/FAX: 042-341-2711/042-342-7521
E-mail: mizusawa@ncnp.go.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 8 Town: Okazaki

Title of event: SEIRIKEN Brain

Science Lectures

Type of event:

Lecture and demonstration

Date: July 21, 2018  Time: 13:30-15:30

Full address of event location:

Okazaki Genki Kan, 2-1-1 Wakamiya-

Cho, Okazaki, Aichi 444-0014, JAPAN

Contact name: Kiwako Sakamoto

Event organization and address:

National Institute for Physiological

Sciences, 38 Nishigonaka, Myodaiji,

Okazaki, Aichi 444-8585, JAPAN

TEL/FAX: +81-564-55-7722/
+81-564-55-7721

E-mail: public@nips.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 7 Town: Sendai
128 Date: August 1, 2018 Time: 14:00-17:00
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 9 Town: Wako
Title of event: Let’s explore the
mysteries of the brain

Type of event:

Lectures and Group works

Event description:

Date: Aug 3, 2018  Time: 13:00-16:00
Full address of event location:

RIKEN Center for Brain Science,
Hirosawa 2-1, Wako-shi, Saitama, 351-
0198 JAPAN

Audience: High school students
Contact name: Brain Science Promo-
tion Office, RIKEN Center for Brain
Science

Event organization and address:

RIKEN Center for Brain Science,
Hirosawa 2-1, Wako-shi, Saitama, 351-
0198 JAPAN

TEL/FAX: 048-467-9654/048-462-4914
E-mail: pr-chs@ml.riken.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 8 Town: Hiroshima
Title of event: It’s interesting to
study brain and mind sci-
ence!

Type of event: Lecture/Talk

Event description:

1) Brain doping induced by non-
invasive brain stimulation using mag-
netism and electric current

2) Depression; which is causal ge-
netic or environmental factors?

3) Sciences and drug development
for pain

Date: August 4, 2018 Time: 13:00-16:00
Full address of event location: Faculty
of Medicine, Hiroshima University,
1-2-3 Kasumi, Minami-ku, Hiroshima
734-8551 JAPAN

Audience: High School Students
Contact name: Norio Sakai

Event organization and address:
Department of molecular and phar-
macological Neuroscience
Graduate School of Biomedical &
Health Sciences, Hiroshima Uni-
versity

1-2-3 Kasumi, Minami-ku, Hiroshima,
Hiroshima 734-8551 JAPAN

TEL/FAX: 082-257-5140/082-257-5144
E-mail: nsakai@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 10 Town: Sapporo
Title of event:

Brain Science for High
School Students

Type of event: Lecture & Practice

Date: Aug 7, 2018 Time: 10:00-11:40
Full address of event location:

Hokkaido University School of
Medicine, N15-W7, Kita-ku, Sapporo,
Hokkaido 060-8638, JAPAN

Audience: High School students
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 11 Town: Suita
Title of event: Osaka Symposium
Type of event:

Lectures and laboratory visit

Event description:

Dr. Mizuzeki gave a talk for high
school students. Staffs and students
in Osaka University (Graduate School
of Frontier Biosciences, Laboratory
of Cellular an Molecular Neurobiol-
ogy) provided student experiments.
Date: Aug. 20, 2018  Time: 13:00-17:00
Full address of event location:

Graduate School of Frontier Bio-
sciences, Osaka University, 1-3,
Yamadaoka, Suita, Osaka 565-0871
JAPAN

Audience: High school students
Contact name: Nobuhiko Yamamoto
Graduate School of Frontier Biosci-
ences, Osaka University

Event organization and address:
Neuroscience Group in Osaka Uni-
versity, 1-3, Yamadaoka, Suita, Osaka
565-0871 JAPAN

TEL/FAX: 06-6879-4636/06-6879-4637
E-mail: nobuhiko@fbs.osaka-u.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 13
Title of event:

SSH science advanced course
Type of event: Lecture

Date: March 9, 2019  Time: 13:30-16:00
Full address of event location:

Nara Women’s University Second-
ary School, 1-60-1 Higashikidera,
Nara 630-8305 JAPAN

Audience: students, parents, common

Town: Nara

people

Contact name: Shunji Matsubara

Event organization and address:

Nara Women’s University Second-

ary School, 1-60-1 Higashikidera,

Nara 630-8305 JAPAN

TEL/FAX: +81-742-26-2571/
+81-742-3660

E-mail: ah15122@cc.nara-wu.ac.jp
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Epilogue & Appreciation

The World Brain Awareness Week campaign started in Japan since 2000, and had completed
its 19th year.

This year, 13 events were held under the main theme of “Understanding, protecting, creat-
ing, and nurturing the brain” throughout Japan. The events began on March 26th in Niigata
and finished in Nara, and all of which were succesfully executed and end on a high note.

All the participating parties for this year demonstrated the importance of brain science from
the four perspectives of the main theme and successfully conveyed the frontier of brain science
to the public.

We, the members of the Non Profit Organization Brain Century Promotion Conference, are
truly grateful to be a part of this unique and growing campaign.

Each year, the number of participating organizations all over the world continue to expand
and making significant progress.

‘We hope that more organizations in Japan will participate in this event in the future.

Dr. Tadaharu Tsumoto
Chairman, Non Profit Organization Brain Century Promotion Conference



Find out more

Brain Awareness Week (BAW) is the global campaign to

increase public awareness of the progress and benefits of

brain research.

Every March, BAW unites the efforts of partner erganizations worldwide in a celebration of the brain for
people of all ages. Activities ane limited only by the organizers' imaginations and include open days at
neurascience labs; exhibitions about the brain; lectures an brain-related topics; social

displays at libraries and community centers; classroom workshops; and moe.

Mark your calendars for future BAW campaign dates:

March 12-18, 2018
March 11-17, 2019

Interested in getting involved? Visit Become a Partner for mare information

Login to the Fartners=Only area to post
yeur activities on the Calendar, order free
rmaterials, and submit a report. Not a
partnar? Click here to register.

Tips & Resources

This section provides rescurces and tools
to aid partners in planning and promoting
their BAW events.

The BAW Calendar of Events promotes
partners' activities taking place
immediately before, during, or after Brain
Awareness Week. Visit the Calendar to
search fior events in your area.

> Learn More
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