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The Beginning of "World Brain Awareness Week"

The Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives (DABI) was established in 1992 after a meeting called
by Nobel Laureate Dr. James D. Watson and Dr. Max Cowan at the Cold Spring Harbor Labora-
tory located in New York. The goal of DABI was to promote public and political awareness of
the importance of brain disease and disorders, and of neuroscience in general. The organization
has grown to an alliance of nearly 200 leading American basic and clinical neuroscientists who
are strongly supported by the Society for Neuroscience.

Both the International Brain Research Organization (IBRO) and the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) agreed to support this new initiative
and since 1995 have worked to promote a "Brain Awareness Week" in the United States. In
order to expand the activities of the United States, The Dana Foundation (which funds DABI)
established a similar alliance in Europe, The European Dana Alliance for the Brain (EDAB) .
Prof. Colin Blakemore of the University of Oxford is the Chief Executive of EDAB, which has
offices in London and Lausanne and is promoting a growing stream of activities all over Europe.
In 1997, for the first time, "Brain Awareness Week" was extended to Europe with some 800
public events in twelve European countries. They repeated "The European Brain Awareness
Week" in 1999, synchronized with "Brain Awareness Week" in the United States.

The American and European campaigns were so successful that DABI and EDAB decided
that from 2000 an entire week called "World Brain Awareness Week" should be set up every
year around March 15. The week would coordinate activities around the world and work to
raise public and political awareness of the importance of neuroscience. During this week, liter-
ally thousands of neuroscientists would involve themselves in public events to promote the
importance of brain research, including public lectures and debates, Open Days at hospitals and
laboratories and school visits. Both IBRO and UNESCO quickly supported the idea and worked
with DABI to coordinate additional activities in South America, Africa, the Indian Sub-Conti-
nent and the rest of Asia.

In 2000, Japan also agreed to take part in "World Brain Awareness Week" and the Non Profit
Organization Brain Century Promotion Conference which appeals to the public and government
regarding the importance of brain science accepted the responsibility to help develop programs

and events.



Objective of “World Brain Awareness Week”
—Understanding the brain, Protecting the brain, Creating the brain and Nurturing the brain—

“World Brain Awareness Week” is a worldwide campaign that aims to inform the general
public about brain science and the important role it plays in society.

In the United States, “Brain Awareness Week” has been organized under the leadership of
some of the world’ s top neuroscientists. Activities such as public lectures, discussions, and
open days at hospitals and research institutes have been a main part of the campaign, which has
taken place every March since 1992. In response to the initial popularity of the campaign, “Brain
Awareness Week” expanded to Europe in 1997. In 1999, both the U.S. and Europe held “Brain
Awareness Week” at the same time and, with the support of IBRO and UNESCO, appealed to
Asian, South American and African countries to take a part in the events starting in 2000.

Japan welcomed the concept of a “World Brain Awareness Week” and has participated in the
campaign since 2000. Understanding the potential impact that such a program could have on
young developing minds, Non Profit Organization Brain Century Promotion Conference, which
is in charge of the overall program in Japan, has focused on high school students from the be-
ginning and with each year has refined its approach.

In Japan, every year a few months, including March 15, are scheduled so that high school
students can attend the events without interfering with their school’ s year-end ceremonies.
Young people throughout Japan continue to actively participate in the various programs. High

school teachers are also invited to join the events.

Dr. Masao Ito, Chairman, Non Profit Organization Brain Century Promotion Conference
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ENTRY FORMS

Country: JAPAN city: 13 places

Title of Event: World Brain

Awareness Week

— Understanding the brain,

Protecting the brain, Creat-

ing the brain and Nurturing

the brain —

Audience: Mainly high school students
and high school teachers

Admission cost: Free
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TEL: 03-3238-1689
FAX: 03-3238-1837

Email: info@braincentury.org
URL: http://www.braincentury.org/
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Overview of "World Brain Awareness Week" in JAPAN

Term: March 14-20, 2011 (Dates can be extended be-

fore and after the term.)

Target: High school students who have a powerful thirst

for knowledge, and high school teachers

Organizer: Non Profit Organization Brain Century Pro-

motion Conference

Co-organizer: RIKEN Brain Science Institute /" BRAIN

SCIENCE FOUNDATION

In collaboration with: Japan Neuroscience Society

Japanese Society for Neurochemistry~Japanese Neural

Network Society

Support: Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare ./

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

Participating organizations:

(O Nara Women'’s University Secondary School

(@ Brain Research Institute, Niigata University

(® Kyoto Horikawa high school ~~ Kyoto neuroscience
group

(@ Neuroscience group in Gunma University Faculty of
Medicine

(5 Nagoya City University Neuroscience Group

(® National Institute for Physiological Sciences

(D Department of molecular and pharmacological Neu-
roscience, Graduate School of Biomedical Science,
Hiroshima University

National Center of Neurology and Psychiatry

(® Tohoku Neuroscience Global COE, Tohoku Univer-
sity

Brain Research Institute and College of Engineering
Tamagawa University

1) Hokkaido University Brain Science Organization

(2 RIKEN Brain Science Institute

@3 Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Medical Science
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Remarks

@ Up to JPY200,000 is available for participating orga-
nizations.

(® Each organization should select a lecturer to partici-
pate in an event.

(@ The location of the lecture place must be a confer-
ence room, laboratory or public facility such as a public
hall.

@ Tt is preferable to create an Open Day at the institute
on the day of the event. It is acceptable to include an
already planned event as a “World Brain Awareness
Week related event.

(5 Acceptance from the local school board is required in
advance in order to appeal to high school students for
participation.

(6 Please inform the “Non Profit Organization Brain
Century Promotion Conference” about the name of
your organization (including person in charge), place
and lecture before the end of November.

(D A meeting will be held once a year by the represen-
tatives of participating organizations.

Please present a report of your activities after the

event has finished.
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Requests to the lecturer

(D Please choose a relevant brain related issue and pres-
ent it in a way that is clear and understandable to high
school students, so that they can get a better grasp of
how brain science is used to approach real issues.

(2 Please speak about your own experiences as a re-
searcher and possibly about what brought you to brain
science, so that students can get a better understand-
ing of what it means to be a researcher.

(3® Please try to convey in your talk that there are many
challenges related to brain science and that overcoming
these challenges is vital for the development of society.

@ If possible, please try to highlight that the solutions to
many of the challenges in brain science will be solved by
the generation of those attending the talk. We are try-
ing to convety that the 21st century is their century.

(® As technology is a growing and vital component of
our lives, highlighting links, where possible, between
brain science, computers, artificial intelligence and ro-
bots would be useful .

(® If possible, please try to spend some time on the
issues of “aging society” and “conquest of brain dis-
eases”.

(D Q & A : There will most likely be a wide variety of
questions, but some of the common ones have been:

What do I have to do to become a scientist?
Why did you (the lecturer) decide to study the brain?
What have you found out by studying the brain?

What is the relationship between the brain and mind?
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TEL: 03-3238-1689

FAX: 03-3238-1837

Email: info@braincentury.org

URL: http://www.braincentury.org/
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 1 Town: Nara
Title of event: Lecture (with Super
Science High School
Program) Gene, brains and
mind Studies using
transgenic mice

Type of event: Lecture and discussion
Event description: “Gene, brains and
mind: Studies using transgenic mice”
Dr. Tsuyoshi MIYAGAWA

(Fujita Health University)

Date: FEB. 5, 2011 Time: 13:30-16:30
Full address of event location:

1-60-1 Higashikidera, Nara 630-8305
JAPAN

Audience: General Public

Contact name: Shinya YOSHIDA

Event organization and address:

Nara Women’s University Secondary
School 1-60-1 Higashikidera, Nara
630-8305 JAPAN

TEL/FAX: 0742-26-2571 / 0742-20-3660
E-mail: shinya@cc.nara-wu.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 2
Title of event:
Let’s take a look at human
brain and mind

Type of event: Lab visits and lectures

Town: Niigata

Event description: We prepared 5 lab
visit courses 1)-5) for college and
high school students. Each course
was attended by 10-15 students who
had applied for beforehand.

Date: March 28, 2011 Time: 14:00-17:00
Full address of event location:

Brain Research Institute, Niigata
University, Kitauoya-higashimachi,
Nara JAPAN 1-757 Asaimachi-dori,
Chuou-ku, Niigata-shi, Niigata 951-
8585 JAPAN

Audience: College and high school
students

Contact name: Prof. K. Sakimura

Event organization and address: Brain
Research Institute, Niigata Univer-
sity, 1-757 Asaimachi-dori, Chuou-ku,
Niigata-shi, Niigata 951-8585 JAPAN
TEL/FAX: 025-227-0606 / 025-227-0814
E-mail: blib@bri.niigata-u.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 3 Town: Kyoto
Title of event: Welcome to the
front of brain science

The Frontier of Neurosci-
ence Beckons You!

Type of event: a lecture meeting

Event description:

“Why we talk: a biological (hi) story
of language emergence”

Professor Kazuo Okanoya

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences,
Tokyo University

“The mysterious motor function of
the basal ganglia”

Professor Fumino Fujiyama

School of Medicine, Kyoto University
Date: April 23, 2011 Time: 13:30-17:00
Kyoto Horikawa high school

622-2 Shibou-horikawa-chou, Nishi-
kikouji-agaru, Higashihorikawa-dori,
Nakagyo-ku, Kyoto

Audience: high school students and
general audience

Contact name: Takeshi Kaneko,
Shigeru Shinomoto

Event organization and address:

Kyoto neuroscience group

TEL/FAX: 075-753-3778 / 075-753-3819
Email: shinomoto@scphys.kyoto-u.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry:4  Town: Maebashi
Title of event: “What is the brain?
What is the nerve?
Introduction of the forefront
of scientific research.”

Type of event: Lecture

Event description:

“Binocular Stereopsis and Brain Plas-
ticity” Kazuyuki Imamura (Maebashi
College of Engineering)

“Molecular mechanisms of new neu-
ronal circuit formation focusing on
unique sensors” Kohji Shibasaki As-
sistant Prof. of Molecular & Cellular
Neurobiology

“Mind and brain: visualizing brain
function using near-infrared spec-
troscopy & Psychological support for
disaster victims” Shinsuke Koike /
Ayaka Ishii (Tokyo University),
Masato Fukuda Associate Prof. of
Psychiatry & Human Behavior

Date: April 29, 2011 Time: 10:00-12:05
Full address of event location:

Amenity Lecture Room, Gunma
University Faculty of Medicine
3-39-22, Showa-machi, Maebashi,
Gunma, Japan

Audience: High school student, Uni-
versity student, Working member of
society

Contact name: Gunma University ex-
tension course

Neuroscience group in Gunma
University Faculty of Medicine
TEL/FAX: 027-220-8515/ 027-220-8525
E-mail: nssec@med.gunma-u.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 5
Title of event:
The world brain week 2011
& SSH program joint plan in
Nagoya City University

Type of event:

Town: Nagoya

Lecture (joint with Super-Science

High School Program)

Date: May 18, 2011 Time: 13:00-14:25

Full address of event location:

Kouyo High School, 47, Hiroike-

cho, Showa-ku, Nagoya 466-0042

JAPAN

Audience:

High school students & their parents

Contact name: Hitoo Nishino

Event organization and address:

Nagoya City University Neurosci-

ence Group, 1 Kawasumi, Mizuho-

cho, Mizuho-ku, Nagoya 4567-8601

JAPAN

TEL/FAX: +81-52-853-8136/
+81-52-842-3069

E-mail: hhida@med.nagoya-cu.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry:6  Town: Okazaki
Title of event: SEIRIKEN Brain Sci-
ence Lectures

Type of event:

Lecture and demonstration

Event description:

1. Neural Mechanism of Recovery
of Damaged Brain by Professor Na-
bekura

2. Science Magic Show by Okazaki
High School students

3. Diagnosis and Treatments of
ADHD/Autism patients by Dr Hi-
raiwa

Date: May 28 and 29, 2011

Time: 13:30 ~ 15:30

Full address of event location: Okazaki
Genki Kan, 2-1-1 Wakamiya-Cho,
Okazaki, Aichi 444-0014 JAPAN
Audience: General

Contact name: Amane Koizumi

Event organization and address:

National Institute for Physiological
Sciences, 38 Nishigonaka, Myodaiji,
Okazaki, Aichi 444-8585 JAPAN
TEL/FAX: +81-564-55-7722 /+81-564-55-7721
E-mail: public@nips.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry:7  Town: Hiroshima
Title of event:

It’s interesting to study
brain and mind science !

Type of event: Lecture / Talk

Event description:

(@ Mechanism how neural system
funcions (Prof. K. Hashimoto)

(@ Neural disease and gene (Associate
Prof. M. Maruyama)

(3 Why do people become sleepy?
(Assosiate Prof. H. Yamashita)

Date: June 11,2011 Time: 14:00-17:00
Full address of event location:

1-2-3 Kasumi, Minami-ku, Hiroshima
734-8551 JAPAN

Audience:High School Students and
Teachers

Contact name: Norio Sakai

Event organization and address:
Department of molecular and phar-
macological Neuroscience
Graduate School of Biomedical
Science, Hiroshima University

1-2-3 Kasumi, Minami-ku, Hiroshima,
Hiroshima 734-8551 JAPAN

TEL/FAX: 082-257-5140/ 082-257-5144
E-mail: nsakai@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry:8  Town: Kunitachi
Title of event:

Invitation to Brain Science
Type of event: Lecture / Talk

Date: June 17, 2011 Time: 13:30-17:55
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 9
Title of event:

The 7" NOU (Brain) Café
“Social Brain, Connecting
Brain”

Type of event:

Town: Sendai

Science Café, Symposium
Event description:
13:00 Open the site
14:00 Talk Session Start
14:05 Lecture 1 Naotaka Fujii
(RIKEN BSI)
“Connecting Brain”
14:45 Lecture 2 Noriko Osumi
(Tohoku University)
“Design of Brain and its
organizing process”
Q&A
15:25 Intermission
15:40 Discussion
16:25 The Talk Session Closing
17:00 The site Closing
Date: July 7, 2011
Time: 13:00-17:00(14:00-16:25 Talk Session)
Full address of event location:
Sendai Mediatheque, 2-1 Kasu-
gamachi, Aoba-ku, Sendai, Miyagi
Audience: 230 people
Contact name: Fuji Nagami
Science Communication Director, As-
sociate Professor, Tohoku Neurosci-
ence Global COE, Tohoku University
Event organization and address:
Tohoku Neuroscience Global COE
Tohoku University, 2-1 Seiryo-machi,
Aobaku, Sendai
980-8575 Japan
TEL/FAX: +81-22-717-7908/+81-22-717-7923
E-mail: f-nagami@med.tohoku.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 10 Town: Machida
Title of the event:

Let’s touch the brain and
robots

Type of the event:

Learning through experience in the
summer vacation
Date: AUG 1, 2011
Full address:
College of Engineering, Tamagawa
University, 6-1-1, Tamagawa Gakuen,
Machida , Tokyo 194-8610, Japan
Audience:

Elementary school students, Middle
school students, and Parents

Time: 10:00-15:30

Contact Name : Takashi Omori

Event organization Address:

Brain Research Institute and Col-

lege of Engineering, Tamagawa

University, 6-1-1, Tamagawa Gakuen,

Machida , Tokyo 194-8610, Japan

Tel/Fax: +81-42-739-8666/
+81-42-739-8663

Email: omori@lab.tamagawa.ac.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 11
Title of event:

Brain Science for High
School Students

Type of event: Lecture & Practice

Date: AUG. 2, 2011 Time: 9:30-12:00
Full address of event location:

Hokkaido University School of
Medicine, N15-W7, Kita-ku, Sapporo,
Hokkaido 060-8638 JAPAN

Audience: High School students
Contact name:

Prof. Masahiko Watanabe

Event organization and address:
Hokkaido University Brain Science
Oraganization, N15-W7, Kita-ku,
Sapporo, Hokkaido 060-8638 JAPAN
TEL/FAX: +81-11-706-5032/+81-11-706-5031
E-mail: watamasa@med.hokudai.ac.jp

Town: Sapporo
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 12
Title of event:
Communicating brains

Type of event:

Town: Wako

Lectures and Group works

Date: AUG. 19, 2011  Time: 13:30-17:00
Full address of event location:

RIKEN Brain Science Institute,

2-1 Hirosawa, Wako-shi, Saitama
351-0198 JAPAN

Audience: High school students
Contact name:

Brain Science Promotion Division,
RIKEN Brain Science Institute

Event organization and address:

RIKEN Brain Science Institute,

2-1 Hirosawa, Wako-shi, Saitama
351-0198 JAPAN

TEL/FAX: +81-48-467-9757/+81-48-462-4914
E-mail: spring11@brain.riken.jp
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ENTRY FORMS Entry: 13 Town: Tokyo
Title of event: Brain Awareness
Week Public Lecture “Let’s
Look into Neuroscience”

Type of event: Public lecture

Date: NOV. 22, 2011  Time: 10:40-12:30
Full address of event location:

1-5-25, Hongo, Bunkyoku, Tokyo,
113-0033, Japan

Audience:

High-school Students 442 Public 35
Contact name: Tokyo Metropolitan In-
stitute of Medical Science

Event organization and address:

2-1-6 Kamikitazawa, Setagayaku,
Tokyo, 156-8506, Japan

TEL/FAX: +81-3-5316-3100/+81-3-5316-3150
E-mail: tolawase @igakuken.or.jp
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Epilogue & Appreciation

The World Brain Awareness Week campaign started in Japan since 2000, and had completed
its 12th year.

This year, 13 events were held under the main theme of “Understanding, protecting, creat—
ing, and nurturing the brain” throughout Japan. The events began on February 5th in Nara and
finished in Tokyo, and all of which were succesfully executed and end on a high note.

All the participating parties for this year demonstrated the importance of brain science from
the four perspectives of the main theme and successfully conveyed the frontier of brain science
to the public.

We, the members of the Non Profit Organization Brain Century Promotion Conference, are
truly grateful to be a part of this unique and growing campaign.

Each year, the number of participating organizations all over the world continue to expand
and making significant progress.

We hope that more organizations in Japan will participate in this event in the future.

Dr. Masao lto,
Chairman, Non Profit Organization Brain Century Promotion Conference
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